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happy in possessing a number of Arthur Hallam's
letters : it occurs to him that on accouat-of Your
Majest/s feelings towards Tennyson the perusal
of these letters might be of interest to Your
Majesty. Should this be so, he would do himself
the honour to forward them : otherwise he begs
Your Majesty not to take the trouble of noticing
the proposal, the thought of the moment." The
Queen apparently did not " notice the proposal."
Still, it is good to know that Hallam's letters to
Gladstone have not gone the way of his letters to
Tennyson.
" When I was at Eton,93 said Gladstone, " we
knew very little indeed, but we knew it accurately.55
He studied the classics and learned French,
and French remained, despite Dante and Leo-
pardi, among his favourite languages to the end.
At the age of eighty he was to embark on Zola.
And his aflFection for French literature extended
to the French as a nation* He developed a gift for
oratory, and deplored to " Pop " the execution of
Charles I. He was a virtuous but not an exciting
boy, and young Arthur Stanley in 1828 probably
describes what everyone felt about him: "I"
talked to William Gladstone almost all the time
about all sorts of things* He is so very good-
natured, and I like him very much. He talked a
great deal about Eton, and said it was a very good
place for^those who liked boating and Latin
verses. I think from what he said, I might get to
like it/' But as Stanley detested both boating